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by Justin Jockel

A few weeks ago, Principal Dr. Tim Royall’s 
voice announced to students Shaler would be con-
ducting a lockdown drill. A lockdown drill, by defi-
nition, means practicing preparedness in a public 
place in the event of an intruder or criminal act. 
While it was a first at high school, it will not be the 
last. Students can expect to see more kinds of these 
drills as the year goes on.

“We are going to do a couple, two or three, 
over the course of every school year from now on. 
We will probably do only two lockdown drills this 
year just to get started,” Royall said.

Royall described a situation that would require 
the school to go into lockdown.

“We would need to go into a lockdown if there 
was an active shooter in the building. We have seen 
too many examples on the news, unfortunately, 
where in high schools a student or person comes in 
with a gun and starts shooting,” he said.

The goal of the drill was to familiarize students 
and staff with how they should react if a situation 
like this was ever to occur.

“The goal of the lockdown drill was for stu-
dents and teachers to practice what it would be like 
if the school actually needed to go into lockdown. 
The drill was a way for people to think about the 
situation. If this happened, what would I do? Wait-
ing until the situation actually happens would be 
too late,” Royall said.

Shaler Police Officer Frank Spiker described 
how the school and police communicated before, 
during, and after the drill.

“The high school administrators and staff work 
in concert with one another in the planning and ex-
ecution of the drills. The police receive training, as 
do school officials, in their response to certain situ-
ations. The lockdown measures are instituted by 
the schools and the police assist in observing and 
offering insight as well as to discuss each other’s 
roles and responsibilities. If there were any adjust-
ments to make that would be done in collabora-
tion between the school, safety committees, and or 
police based on the performances they observed,” 
Spiker said. 

Royall explained the first step when respond-
ing to an actual shooting inside the school is to 
either run or hide. If students cannot safely run 
away, hiding is the next best alternative. Royall 
also explained that if a student was in a hallway 
when something like this occurs, he/she should not 
waste time to find a bathroom, faculty bathroom, 
teacher work center, or other space where he/she 
could stay safe. 

Spiker thinks that Shaler is prepared to act ac-
cordingly to a situation like this.

“We can rely on the fact that we have good 
people here at Shaler that will continue to work on 
preparedness and perform to the highest standard 
no matter the issue,” he said.

Royall agrees that the school’s security mea-
sures would be able to protect students and faculty.

“Our security, a combination of the teach-
ers, principals, and security officers, has all been 
trained beyond what we share with students. We 
are trained for different scenarios. We know who to 
call and what to do, so we do have enough training 
to keep the building secure,” Royall said.

by Kayla Snyder

While most people wouldn’t see a 
play set in the 1800s as depressing, this 
year’s play “Our Town” challenged stu-
dents in more ways than one. Emotions 
are completely how the three act play was 
driven. 

“It’s a three act play. It’s kind of like 
life in the early 1900s and late 1800s. The 
first act is about the basic life of a human. 
Act three is about love. Act three is about 
death and experiencing the death of many 
characters in the play,” sophomore Dan 
Bittner said.

One of the main aspects of Our Town 
is that there is a stage manager who acts 
like a narrator throughout the entire play. 
The stage manager, played by Zak Mar-
shall, is on stage for most of the perfor-
mance and is the only one to break the 
fourth wall between the characters in all 
three acts. 

The first act introduces the majority 
of all the characters, especially the love 
interests, George Gibbs and Emily Webb, 
played by sophomore Dan Bitter and se-
nior Roslyn Mizgorski. Within the first 
scene, George and Emily are shown as 
young children who are friends. Every-
thing between the two changes in the sec-
ond and third scene. 

 “You watch the story of two young 
characters, grow up, fall in love, get married, have children, and eventually, one of them dies. And so it’s 
basically showing you the different cycles of life,” Mizgorski said. 

Wilder wrote the play with very little scenery in order to challenge the actor to portray emotions from 
the characters.

The students really seemed to prove themselves on stage both Friday and Saturday and the audience 
could feel the intense emotions they were trying to display. The students received many compliments after 
the show but the most heartwarming compliments were driven by raw emotion.

“My favorite audience compliment was coming out into the lobby and I knew some women would 
cry, but seeing men cry, made me realize they felt something. I was happy when I saw people cry because 
I knew they understood the message of the play,” Mizgorski said.

In order to pull the emotion from the crowd, the actors had to rely on their acting skills and do it all 
without a touch of scenery. Without the scenery, the talent from the actors was visible and showed the 
tremendous efforts put into the play. 

 “Thornton Wilder wrote it with minimal scenery because he wanted it to be about the people. That’s 

Lockdown drill a 
sign of the times

Our Town an emotional experience 
for both the audience and cast

Cont on page 3

Senior class exploring other    
options to end of year trip to zoo

Cont. on page 4

 by Natalie Townsend

“Senior escape day” is a Shaler tradition for se-
niors that takes place on the last full day of school. 
For as long as anyone can remember, the seniors have 
always gone to the Pittsburgh Zoo and Aquarium.

According to activities director, Mrs.Thiel, this 
has been happening since the early 90s and probably 
even earlier than that.

The purpose of the trip is not only just to get se-
niors out of the building, but it is a reward for making 
it through high school.

“I think it’s better to get (seniors) out of the 
building. Number one as a reward because it’s your 

last day and you’ve spent enough time here. Also I 
like that it comes full circle because a lot of times you 
guys start out in kindergarten going to the zoo and 
now you’re ending at the zoo,” Mrs. Thiel said when 
explaining the importance of the trip.

After speaking with Senior Vice President, Madi 
McIntyre, we found out that the student government 
is trying to switch things up this year and make the 
trip more exciting for the senior class.

The idea of going to Cedar Point was brought up, 
but soon shut down because the senior class could 
not afford the cost of the busses.

Roslyn Mizgorski, Zak Marshall and Dan Bittner (Roslyn Mizgorski)
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OPINIONS

by Adriana Imhof

As you enter the high school as a 
young freshman, all you can see is the 
next four years. Senior year seems so 
far away. Although it seems like you 
have an eternity until you get there, 
high school will come and go in the 
blink of an eye and you will be wishing 
you were more prepared for the next 
step in your life; for some this may be 
college.

 My experience with the college 
process went relatively smooth, but 
it definitely would have been a lot 
smoother if I had some of this knowl-
edge. Each year there is something you 
can be doing to make your transition 
from high school to college a smooth 
ride. The tools are all around you, all 
you need is a little drive.

Freshman year doesn’t allow much 
direct college planning, but it is ex-
tremely important to keep your grades 
up. This year counts just as much as 
any other year when it comes to your 
cumulative GPA. 

“A common issue I see among the 
seniors I help when planning for col-
lege is not having the GPA they need to 
get into a particular school or program 
due to having a low GPA freshman and 
sophomore year,” said guidance coun-
selor Mr. Mat Anselmino.

 Colleges don’t just look at junior 
year, they look at your entire transcript 
which has your grades throughout high 
school; don’t fall for the myth that you 
only need to try junior year.

Sophomore year is a great time to 
start prepping for SATs and ACTs. You 
have the opportunity to take the PSAT, 
which is just a preview of the SAT to 
give you an idea of what taking the 
SAT is like. 

Some people promote this because 
it allows you to get the inside scoop on 
the testing environment by simulating 
a relatively similar amount of time you 
will have to complete the test and pro-
viding you with real scores after you 
take it.

However, some people do not rec-
ommend taking these tests because 
they feel it’s a waste of money. You 
could spend it on a tutor for the test or 
practice books. With a practice book 
you could time yourself exactly how 
the SAT is timed and it’d probably be 
more effective than taking the PSAT. 
Obtaining one of these tools to help 
you prepare is so important because 
despite what the majority of people 
say, you CAN study for the SAT and 
ACT.

When junior year rolls around, 
there will be an opportunity to start 
taking SAT’s and ACT’s as early as 
October and you will need to have 
been signed up in the summer or by the 
beginning of September. 

Keep in mind that the sign up is 
not a five minute process. You will 
most likely need to set aside about a 
half hour of your time and have a par-
ent or guardian with you. Try to sign 
up for the tests given early in the year 
and see which one you perform better 
on. If you know which test you excel at 
early on, there will be multiple oppor-
tunities to take it again throughout the 
year to achieve the score you desire if 
you didn’t get it the first time.

Now comes the fun part in the col-
lege process; visiting colleges! Don’t 
visit a college that is way out of your 
price range, so make sure you and 
whoever else is helping you pay for 
your education is well aware of what 
you will be paying each year. 

This next piece of advice is the ul-
timate proactive step that if taken will 
save you so much stress and anxiety. 
It is extremely easy; all it takes is for 
you to ask one simple question; “Will 
you please write me a letter of recom-
mendation?” 

I can’t even begin to stress how 
crucial this is if you want to be proac-
tive and have all your applications in 
by the first deadline senior year. All 
too often I see seniors scrambling to 
find teachers that can write them a let-
ter of recommendation in such a small 

amount of time because they want to 
get their applications in.

 Take note that you are not the only 
senior in the school asking for letters 
of recommendation. When you ask a 
teacher you will most likely be put on 
a wait list that you do not want to be on 
because they are bombarded with re-
quests. Also keep in mind teachers will 
most likely be doing this on their own 
time and, contrary to popular belief, 
they do have lives outside of school 
so they aren’t just going to drop every-
thing they need to do to get you a letter 
that you need entirely too soon. 

By asking towards the end of ju-
nior year you are allowing them so 
much more time to write a quality let-
ter considering they will be done with 
all the ones they needed to write for the 
current seniors and the fact that you 
won’t need it for a couple months.

If you follow these guidelines by 
the time you get to senior year you will 
have a gold star of well preparedness. 
Now, don’t let that gold star get torn 
away from you by catching senioritis 
within the first month of senior year. 
Keep chugging and get all your appli-
cations in early. 

This is a very tedious task, but if 
you just knock it off your list of things 
to do you will be much better off. It 
is fact that applying early gives you 
a much better chance of getting into a 

school. There is also potential for stu-
dents who apply early to be granted 
some sort of scholarship for doing so. 

Speaking of scholarships I bet you 
didn’t know how truly amazing they 
are. Before you whine about having to 
take two hours of your time to write an 
essay that could win you only $500.00 
consider this, if you do end up winning 
that’s like getting paid $250.00 an hour. 

I highly doubt any job you get 
after you graduate school is going 
to pay you $250.00 an hour. Also, if 
you choose to do your research when 
it comes to scholarships you will find 
that you don’t need to write essays for 
all of them. 

By taking the time to sit down and 
fill out scholarships you could get free 
money. I would elaborate, but instead I 
feel it is more effective if I just restate, 
free money. Again, free money. How 
can you pass that up?

Applying for Financial Aid can 
also get you free money. All you have 
to do is fill out some forms and the gov-
ernment could potentially grant you a 
lot of money to pay for your education.

Although high school seems so 
big to you now, it is really just a small 
part of your life and it is important to 
not get caught up in the moment, but 
rather to consider your future. I’m sure 
your future self would appreciate that 
greatly.  

Students should have access to school WiFi
by Claire Costello

 
Earlier this year, the school’s Wi-Fi password has 

been changed due to the amount of students having 
access to it. Let’s face it; technology is what it’s all 
about. Half of the things we do today are manifest 
on a smart phone device. Even most assignments are 
much easier done on smart phones than having to use 
a computer. Wi-Fi is crucial, in a school with blotchy 
service, to have internet access. 

 Regardless of what some students may be 
doing on their phones, majority of students do take it 
seriously. We do not want our privileges taken away 
from us. We should not have to sign out computers 
or be assigned iPads to use the internet and the free 
apps that are given, because we can easily download 
them to our phones and use them a lot quicker than 
waiting to have the iPads or assigning laptops that are 
without a doubt, outdated.  

Over the last few years smart phones have be-
come more pragmatic in school for certain classes. 
For example, more teachers are starting to have their 
students download apps for the class with different 

assignments that you can submit right from your 
phone rather than having to log onto a lap top or 
computer. If students do not have the password to the 
Wi-Fi they are wasting their data for school assign-
ments and study tools. Our generation is all about 
technology.

 Apps such as Edmodo, and CalcChat, as well 
as online books, SAT prep apps, and keeping up with 
edline are all much easier done having access to the 
Wi-Fi. 

School board policy states that students are not 
permitted to use school Wi-Fi passwords. It is a waste 
of time to be using out dated computers and laptops 
when we have everything we need at the tip of our 
fingers. There is no point in having students continue 
to learn on old, outdated computers when everything 
is now done on smart phone and apple devices and 
it is important that students are taught to use those 
devices regardless of whether they own one or not. 
School should be the place to learn. 

Although because of the school board policy, 
most would agree that students should not have ac-
cess, but it is time to take a look at the big picture. 

Things are much different today than they were even 
just two years ago let alone being that the policy was 
last amended in December 2009. There has been a 
breakthrough in technology. It is essential that the 
school does what is best for the students regarding 
the regulations of the school board. But, students pro-
ceed to argue that these regulations are senseless. 

Whether or not students will have the privileges 
of the Wi-Fi again are to be determined. As of now 
school policy does not allow Wi-Fi access and stu-
dents will not be given the password by any teachers 
or staff at the high school. 

Being that school board policy has not been re-
vised in about 5 years, many students feel these rules 
are no longer relevant. The time has come to revise 
the policy so that the policy is more up-to-date with 
the technological advances that have been made and 
are available to students.  

The Wi-Fi is necessary for various reasons. 
Much has changed in the last 5 years. This generation 
focuses on technology and learning how to use it. It’s 
important that every student is able to use technology 
in his/her everyday lives. 

It’s never too early to start preparing for college
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what I love about it. It’s totally character-driven. 
There’s nothing flashy to get the attention,” Direc-
tor Ms. Anne Loudon said. 

In order to keep the audience captivated, the 
actors had to find a personal connection to the 
piece and use their acting skills to portray those 
emotions to the audience.

 “Everyone has suffered some kind of loss. 
Everyone has been rewarded with some kind of 
joy. All of these things are presented in the play 
and I find the students making those personal con-
nections,” Loudon said. 

Directors Mrs. Anne Loudon and Ms. Kristen 
Susany worked hard to push the students to reach 
their potential and find a personal connection to 
the character. 

“A lot of people say the hardest part of act-
ing is finding the character itself. When you are 
that character, it makes the show what it’s meant 
to be,” Bittner said. 

Overall, the reason for such success in the play 
was due to the personal connection to the charac-
ters, talent from the students, and the energy given 
off by the audience. 

“The energy of saying goodbye to the seniors 
translated very well to the play. There were real 
raw emotions on the stage. They laid it all on the 
table. The cool energy vibe was there Friday, and 
the real raw emotion was there Saturday,” Susany 
said. 

by Marina Varvaro 

Through the school district, some students had the opportunity to visit PNC Park to speak with a few 
members of the staff about the careers available in a sports environment. Three employees, Mike Demars, 
Kiley Cauvel, and Aaron Cohn talked about their positions when it comes to working for the Pirates. 

Each of them explained growing up playing or watching sports. They knew they wouldn’t make it as an 
athlete, but they still wanted to be involved in the sports field so they majored in sports management. 

There are many subfields that one can specialize in when it comes to this career path. 
“I’d never heard of sports management as a major,” Demars said. 
He talked about how he went to the library one day and picked up a book called “Jobs For Sports Nuts” 

where he read a biography about a general manager who worked for the Richmond Spiders who had majored 
in sports management. This sparked Demars’s interest. 

Demars revealed that the sports management programs in college can be very selective.  At the University 
of Massachusetts, Demars’s alma mater, the school only accepts sixty freshmen into the program each year. 

Getting into sports management is tough, but it’s great for sports fans that aren’t professional athletes. 
While it may be unique, there are some parts to the field that are similar to other majors. Internships are es-
sential as they will help gain exposure.  

“Relationships, networking, and your reputation are huge in this industry. It is a small fraternity, and 
those three things are gonna help open doors to get you where you wanna be,” Cohn said. 

There are many ways to get involved in this field, but networking may be the best way. 
“The big thing about sports, which is crazy, is that everybody knows everybody and the networking is 

such an advantage,” Couval explained. 
She shared that the boss of her first job was an alumni of Robert Morris, which is where she attended col-

lege, and that is how she got into the sports field. Knowing someone gave her a chance to meet other people 
in her specific area of work. 

While they have similar advice, they have very different jobs. 
“I handle the activation of some of the sponsorship accounts. Some of my clients include Budweiser, 

Three Rivers companies Coca Cola, and Triple A. If we’re doing a commercial give out, like t-shirt night, I 
make sure all the products have the right logos for the right sponsors, along with all the signs you see in the 
park, the radio ads [and] print ads,” Demars said. 

Cohn does very similar work, he oversees the sales of the sponsorships and makes sure things in that area 
run smoothly. Couval, on the other hand, works with more of the creative side in advertising. 

“I do all the media buying. Which means anytime you see a radio, television, print, online ad anywhere 
if you’re at home watching the Big Bang Theory, listening to 96.1 Kiss and you hear a spot, I placed that. I 
also work with our creative department, we’re all under the same umbrella, so a lot of times all the print ads 
come to me to proof before they go out,” Couval said. 

With all this inside information and behind the scenes look at the Pirates, it is easy to see that careers in 
sports don’t just apply to athletes. 

Trip to PNC Park shows students   
behind the scenes careers in sports

Our Town    
an emotional 
experience
from page 1
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we 
celebrate 

Thanksgiving?
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Thanksgiving 
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shaler culture grid
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The Voice what 
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   Jr.
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Fr.
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school?
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      Turkey 
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November

Right after 
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Right after 
Thanksgiving
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always          

appropriate

Maybe?

Yes. We eat 
delicious 
food and 
celebrate 
them

Absolutely 
not 

Prolly not 

Run by 
Jasmine 

Wrecking Ball

Angel in 
Blue Jeans 
by Train

Lean on Me
Bill Withers.
It’s high 
quality

A rat on 
the 
ceiling 

A dead 
fish on the 
bathroom 

fofloor 

Chew on 
the cieling 
in the stair-
well

PDA 

Mr. 
Mitchell

Mashed 
Potatoes

Yes 
& they 

would be 
jealous we 
have foot-

ball

Bye 
Bye Bye 

by Nsync

Any 
form of 

PDA
When is 

it not?

by Claire Costello

The 2014-15 school year began with an uproar 
after the Wi-Fi password was changed. Due to the 
lack of service in the building, it has been very dif-
ficult for students to have any access to the internet 
on their phones without the Wi-Fi password. Many 
students were shocked when 
they noticed the password was 
changed.

“Over the course of the 
last year students have tended 
to ruin it for themselves along 
with the slowing of network 
performances,” Mitchell Stiva-
son says. “Because seemingly 
every student had the pass-
word, it was causing network 
problems and the security was 
compromised. Not only do 
network problems occur, but 
school board policy states that 
students are not allowed to 
have access.”

Staff and administration are worried about other 
issues such as students being able to hack into web-
sites, cheating on tests and school work, and cyber 
bullying issues. School board policy states that stu-
dents are not allowed to have access to the Wi-Fi 
because of the issues that may possibly occur. If an 
incident occured, the school could be hit with law-
suits.  

“Students should not have the password. When 
students have the Wi-Fi there is no way of knowing 
what they’re doing. If, for example, a cyber bully-
ing issue had occurred with a student in the school 
who had the Wi-Fi, the school could be (open to) 
law suits,” Stivason said. 

Not having internet access makes it difficult for 
students when teachers assign projects to be done 

on smart phones or use certain apps. The cell phone 
service at the high school is very blotchy and it is 
troublesome to get things done on smart phones 
without Wi-Fi. Students are then concerned about 
using data from their cell phone plans for school 
projects. 

While teachers or administrators argue that 
the Wi-Fi is not allowed 
because of school board 
policy, recently the school 
seemed to contradict itself 
when it held a contest in 
which the WiFi password 
was advertised as a prize for 
the winner. The contest was 
to make a 30-second video 
about school pride. The 
winners would be rewarded 
with their choice of a gift 
card or the password to the 
Wi-Fi. 

  On Monday, Novem-
ber 10, after hearing the 

results of the 1st, 2nd and 3rd place winners of the 
video contest, only one person was told he would 
get access to WiFi. First place winner junior Nick 
DeBortoli chose the password as his prize. 

Students called it a “scam” as they were disap-
pointed to see that only one person would get the 
password. 

“I feel like a school celebrity, every-
one is asking me for the Wi-Fi,” DeBortoli 
said. “I have yet to receive (it), they told me to 
find Mitch and he would enter the Wi-Fi into                                                                                                                           
my phone.”                                                                                                                                                                                              

While DeBortoli waits, everyone else may have 
a much longer wait. 

“I do not believe it’s a priority for students 
to have access to the internet on their phones,”            
Stivason said. 

Controversy over WiFi       
password not going away

“Students should not 
have the password. 
When students have 
the Wi-Fi there is no 
way of knowing what 
they’re doing.”

          -- Mitch Stivason

“It would easily come to at least $10,000 to cover 
the busses and that’s not including the tickets,” Mc-
Intyre said. The reason for this price is because the 
school is required to rent coach busses instead of 
school busses.

The next best option would be Kennywood be-
cause the cost for the busses would be the same as the 
cost for the busses to go to the zoo; the only issue is 
raising enough money to pay for the students tickets.

“It’s really the only other option because it is 
close to us and it’s affordable. The cost of the bus to 
get to the zoo would be the exact same as the bus to 
Kennywood. The only problem would be covering 
the cost of the tickets because we want to be able to 
pay for the seniors so that they don’t have to sit in 
the auditorium if they can’t afford it,” Madi McIntyre 
said.

Many students have complained about the zoo 
and would like to see a change, but they don’t realize 
how much money is actually spent on this trip.

The trip for last year’s seniors cost about $4,500 
including busses and tickets. All grades are asked to 
raise a grand total of about $30,000 expecting that 
their “senior escape day” will be at the zoo. Then 
money is taken out of that to cover the cost of the 
busses and tickets.

The student government has plans to raise more 
money this year by adding another dodgeball tourna-
ment in which all profits go towards the senior class. 
They are also open to any fundraising ideas that any 
seniors may have.

It is definitely possible to make this change but 
will take some extra effort to fund the trip.

“You would probably have to raise a little bit 
more money to cover the cost for everyone and that’s 
the toughest part,” Mrs. Thiel said.

Seniors looking 
at alternatives 
for trip to zoo
from page 1

New Jersey --  An undercover 
police officer of the Fort Lee Police 
Department dressed up as Donald 
Duck in an effort to catch motorists 
who did not stop for pedestrians.  

Dozens of fines were issued by 
the Disney character to drivers who 
did not slow down for him.  One of 
the offenders is appealing her fine, 
claiming she was afraid of the duck.  

“This duck kept going to the 
curb, off the curb. I thought it was 
a crazy guy on Halloween,” Karen 
Haigh told WABC. 

The police chief of the depart-
ment said that the goal was to make 
pedestrians safer. “When you see 
a pedestrian, child, adult or duck, 
stop,” he said. “Let them cross and 
proceed with your day.”

BOISE — A teenager crashed 
his sport-utility vehicle after a pas-
senger used a lighter to set the hair 
in his armpit on fire.

The crash happened at 5:30 
a.m. Tristan Myers, 18, was driv-
ing when his front-seat passenger, a 
16-year-old boy, set Myers’ armpit 
hair on fire, deputies said. The driv-
er lost control of the Ford Bronco, 
rolling the vehicle.

None of the teens was wearing 
a seat belt, deputies say.

 

WEIRD 
News
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by Jared Panza and Taylor Laffey

Looking down the halls of Shaler Area, one can see red, white, and all sorts 
of shades of blue.  But what really are the Shaler Area school colors?  

Some questions have arisen during the school year about what the school 
colors actually are. What seems like a simple question that should have a simple 
answer requires a history lesson to understand 

In the 60’s and earlier, four school communities were 
in the area: Etna, Reserve, Millvale, and the largest of the 
four, Shaler. 

Once 1971 rolled around, a merger went into effect, 
creating one school district from those four, called Shaler 
Area.  

The story goes that the colors were to be navy blue 
and white, with red as an accent color because Millvale’s 
school color was red.  

“The Titan head logo symbolizes the four municipali-
ties and the colors navy blue and white are the dominant 
colors, but because Millvale had red in its colors, they 
brought the red in to solidify colors from all four districts,” 
Shaler Area athletic director Paul Holzshu said.

The use of red as a school color has come under fire the 
past few years, most recently being, the football team hav-
ing red uniforms ordered, and the school board not allow-
ing the team to wear them saying that red is not one of the school’s main colors.  

Former football coach Chris Siegle ordered the uniforms himself, but then 
left Shaler Area the following year.  

“That order was never a discussed, approved order from the district.  That 
was done independently, unilaterally by a coach. It shouldn’t have happened. 
Protocol was never followed, approval was never given,” Mr. Holzshu said.

Red has always been a color used in Shaler Area uniforms, but a new school 
board policy limits the use of red. 

“The newly adopted school policy #917 (states) our school colors are blue 
and white with red as an accent or trim color only,” school board member Mr. 
Steve Romac said. 

This new policy sets what our school colors are in stone.  But prior to this, red 

and royal blue were used as school colors.
 The gym A bleachers are red and royal blue, not navy blue.   
“When we looked at the impact navy blue bleachers would have, it became 

obvious that it would present the gymnasium in a very dull, drab, dark context.  
We wanted to brighten up and give the illusion of our gym being bigger than what 
it is.

So in talking with the manufactures, we decided we 
could coordinate everything better in a royal blue with 
red, rather than a navy blue with red,” Mr. Holzshu said. 

Also, several years ago, the basketball team had royal 
blue uniforms; a clear conflict with what the school colors 
should be.  

“At the time the royal blue uniforms were ordered, 
Coach Ruppert, who was an ardent Kansas fan, liked the 
shade of Kansas blue, and there wasn’t any real accentua-
tion of what the shades of blue had to be. It was more or 
less of if it was blue, it was ok,” Mr. Holzshu said.

New “board-approved” varsity football uniforms 
have gray in them though.  Gray is now used in many 
uniforms as a substitute for white because white gets dirty 
quickly.  

“(The school board has) allowed gray to an alterna-
tive to white, so basically we are dealing with four colors: 
navy blue, red, white, and gray,” said Mr. Holzshu.

Before school policy #917, many uniforms weren’t exactly navy blue and 
white.  Many if these uniforms came into use right after the merger.  

“Because Shaler was the biggest school out of (all the schools involved in the 
merger), they used the Shaler uniforms for several years after the merger. So they 
used the band (uniforms) and the football uniforms (that) were royal blue with 
white. When it was time to replace the uniforms, they replaced them with navy 
blue and white,” said head cheerleading Coach Phyllis Schatz.

Throughout the history of Shaler Area, school colors have ranged covered 
many shades of blue along with red.  With the new policy in place, the school 
colors have been solidified and sports teams must follow this policy when select-
ing new uniforms.  

Policy eliminates shades of gray (or blue)    
about official school colors at Shaler Area

“The newly adopted 
school policy #917 
(states) our school 
colors are blue and 
white with red as an 
accent or trim color 
only,” 

     --  Mr. Steve Romac
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by Gavin Cannon & Eddie Wynkoop

It was October 8, 2011. The Shaler football team 
had won 4 games in a row heading into the Home-
coming Game vs Erie McDowell. With a 4-1 record, 
the team believed it could contend for a WPIAL 
championship. 

“There was no doubt in our minds. We thought 
we should be at Heinz Field at the end of the year,” 
said Ryan Mincher, the starting quarterback for the 
2011 team.

The Titans may have had others believing the 
same thing after a 41-28 win over the Trojans who 
entered the game with a 4-1 record as well. The game 
featured three Division 1 recruits: McDowell’s Greg 
Garmon, who played at Iowa, and Shaler’s JP Holtz 
and McDowell’s James Conner, who both currently 
play at Pitt.

“I remember opening up the game in a no-huddle 
offense. We called all the plays at the line and really 
tired them out,” Mincher said.

Late in the game McDowell was driving when 
Holtz returned an interception for a touchdown to se-
cure a Shaler 41-28 victory. Little did anyone know 
that that would be the last time the Titans would walk 
off a football field victorious. 

The Titans lost the final three regular season 
games and their first round playoff game against 
Gateway that season. Since, the Titans have played 
three full seasons without a win. 

After the 2011 season coach Neil Gordon retired 
and the program’s overall attitude and confidence 
seemed shaken. 

“Gordon brought a hard-nosed, tough attitude to 
the program.  After Gordon left, I think maybe some 
of that toughness factor that was stressed day in, day 

out with him, left 
as well,” Mincher 
said.

The atti-
tude and confi-
dence was not the 
only thing that 
has dropped off 
when it comes 
to Titan football. 
There has been 
a decrease in the 
number of boys 
playing football. 
In the past three 
seasons combined 
there have been 
38 senior football 
players. 

“The biggest 
factor I believe 
has to do with the 
fact that when I 
was there, every-
one played foot-
ball. In the past 
few years, it’s no-
ticeable that the 
best athletes aren’t playing football,” said Mincher. 

Those that are playing football may not even be 
playing for Shaler. Several athletes from Shaler, who 
have gone on to play college football, attended pri-
vate schools such as Central Catholic. One of them 
was Niko Thorpe, who scored a touchdown in the 
last Shaler victory vs. McDowell. He transferred af-
ter that season to Central Catholic.

While the losing streak has stretched over four 
seasons, it has also been stretched over three head 
coaches. Gordon was replaced by Chris Seigle, 
who resigned after two seasons when he accepted a 
coaching job at Duquesne University. Seigle was re-
placed by current head coach Jon LeDonne who was              

Football losing streak has many, deep roots

On October 8, 2011, JP Holtz intercepts a pass in front of Erie McDowell’s James Conner and re-
turns it for a touchdown to secure the last win the Shaler football team has enjoyed. Holtz and 
Conner are now teammates at the University of Pittsburgh. (Bill Wade/Pittsburgh Post-Gazette)

Cont. on page 7
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a defensive coordinator at Gateway. 
“Having different coaches was hard for me and my team to adjust to, you get 

used to one thing and how someone coaches then in an instant that’s gone and you 
are learning and dealing with a whole new system, and it caused some difficulties 
to say the least,” said senior Robby Reinheimer.

The senior class has had to bear the brunt of this losing streak. As freshmen, 
the class was part of a program that had made the playoffs 7 of the previous 8 
years. Two seniors have been three year starters: Reinheimer and Tim Nickel. 
Both of whom were named to 2nd team All-Conference. For three seasons they 
sacrificed time, effort, and physical health and never celebrated a victory. 

Needless to say, expectations for the Titans the past couple of seasons have 
been a far cry from a section and WPIAL championship sought in 2011. 

 “Going into our junior season I thought we had a legitimate chance of win-
ning 1 or 2 games,” Reinheimer said. 

“Senior year I came in with the mindset that I needed to get a win. We were 
well prepared and conditioned we just didn’t execute,” Nickel said who was lost 
for the season to a knee injury suffered in the third game at Woodland Hills.

There may be light at the end of the tunnel. The problem is knowing how 
long the tunnel is. Falling on hard times for programs is not a first for WPIAL 
football.

“Look at Rochester. Made WPIAL championship game nine times from 
1998-2010. Now look at them. 2-7 last year and 3-6 this year and getting blown 
out in many games,” Mike White, Pittsburgh Post-Gazette writer who covers 
high school sports, said.

From those struggles come stories of rebirth. From 2011-2013 Plum’s foot-
ball team went 2-27 and had a losing streak of 25 consecutive games. This season 
the Mustangs went 5-4, made the playoffs, and upset Penn Hills in the first round. 

Football team losing streak roots are deep and many
from page 6 

Three for Bri

2012 -- time 18:32 2013 -- time WPIAL record time17:52 2014 -- WPIAL record time 17:25

by Bri Schwartz

This year’s Powder Puff game will 
be held Tuesday on the turf field at 7 
p.m. All proceeds of the event benefit 
the Susan G. Komen Breast Cancer 
Foundation.  

The Powder Puff game raises 
around $1000 each year.  This year, 
goals are being set higher.  

The coach of the seniors, Mr. Bill 
Mitchell, and the juniors, Mr. Justin 
Eskra, had an idea that they hope will 
raise more money than in years past.

Two jugs will be placed outside the 
activities office.  One jug will be desig-
nated to the junior team and one to the 
senior team.  

The coaches of the team that has 
the most money in its jug will have to 
wear dresses during the Powder Puff 
game.  The possibility that the coaches 
could be running up and down the field 
in dresses should not only spark an in-
terest to attend the game, but motivate 
people to donate money into their jug 
of choice. 

 “I’ve never gone to the Powder 
Puff game, but I’m going to donate and 
if the coaches are wearing a dress at the 
game, I’ll be there,” said senior Andi 
Lydon.  

If there is a combined amount of 
$1000 or more in the two jugs, the 
result will be double the coaches in 
dresses as both team’s coaches will 
“dress up”. 

  “I’m getting Mr. Mitchell a dress; 
I’m picking one out for him.  And if I 
have to wear one, that’s alright because 
I have better legs than he does,” Mr. 
Eskra said.  

Wardrobe aside, the game will 
be an exciting and competitive game.  
With a long a history of senior domi-
nance, the seniors do not want to dis-
appoint their predecessors.  The senior 
team is coached by Mr. Mitchell, who 
coached the girls as juniors last year. 

“I’m expecting to win handily.  
I’m expecting the juniors to feel a lot 
of pain.  And I’m expecting Eskra to be 
wearing a dress during the game along 
with his coaches,” Mr. Mitchell said.

 The juniors and their coaches are 
very confident that they will come out 

with the victory.  
“Absolutely we are going to win.  

The seniors are a bunch of sissies.  All 
they do is make excuses and cry a lot.  
Three touchdowns. We’re winning by 
three touchdowns,” Mr. Eskra said.  

Whatever the outcome of the game, 
everyone involved expects the event to 
be worthwhile.  

“This is for charity.  The kids in 
the school have always donated to the 
community.  I want to try to have $1000 
inside the school already donated be-
fore the game starts. I think that is very 
easy out of 1600 kids, all of the staff, 
it would be great to say here’s $1000, 
for a little comic relief, and more im-
portantly, for a good cause,” said Mr. 
Eskra. 

On October 23, senior Bri Schwartz won her third consecutive WPIAL cross country championship by breaking her own WPIAL record by 27 seconds.“I just wanted to defend 
my title and do better than last year,” she said. The following week Schwartz won the PIAA championship for the first time by running the second fastest time ever by a female 
runner on that course. While the WPIAL championships are important to her, the state title holds special meaning “because of the competition is so much tougher and so is the 
course,” she said. Schwartz is scheduled to compete in the Foot Locker regionals in Nov. 29 with the hopes of qualifying for the Foot Locker national race in San Diego Dec. 13. 

 (photos courtesy Christopher Horner/Pittsburgh Tribune Review)

“(Teams) turn it around. Pine-Richland never did anything in its previous six 
years in Class AAAA. (The Rams) were .500 last year. Now look at them,” said 
White. Pine-Richland was 12-0 heading into the AAAA WPIAL championship 
game.

Before they can worry about being undefeated or playing at Heinz Field,  the 
Titans need to think smaller and start building from the bottom up. 

“Being a part of last year’s team was hard to see. We need to focus on small 
positives and build on them to get better in the future,” assistant coach Jim Ryan 
said.

Powder Puff adds new twists hoping to boost fundraising



The OraclePage 8  November 2014

The Back Page
By Kaitlin Parente

Adam Valen, Chris Cichra, Jeremy Westhead, 
Max Kovalchuk, and Quinn Wirth came together to 
form the band Nevada Color in 2012. The up and 
coming Pittsburgh based indie pop/rock band re-
leased their first album and went on a headlining tour 
throughout the East Coast in May. You can find their 
music on iTunes, SoundCloud, and Spotify. 

How did you meet?
Chris: Point Park mostly. 
Max: Chris and I met each other when we first 

started working together with another band and then 
we started this band. I knew Jeremy and he knew 
Quinn and asked the both of them to join the band. I 
knew Adam. So basically, Chris and I started it and 
brought new people in. 

Chris: We were playing in like a folk pop band 
before Nevada Color and it wasn’t what we wanted 
to do. 

Adam: I played two shows with them. They had 
me playing weird instruments. I played a cardboard 
box and then I played paint cans at the other shows. I 
never really moved up to a real instrument.

Chris: Our (Chris, Max, and Adam) first show 
was actually here (Beehive Coffee House). It was 
like an acoustic thing. 

How did you come up with the name Nevada 
Color?

Quinn: It was a collective effort. We decided 
first on the word, “color”. We wanted to pick some-
thing that represented childhood. It’s a fundamental 
learning point in your life that represents creatvity 
and individuality. Also, when you think of color you 
don’t think of black and white, you think of bright 
colors, and I’d say, if you classified our music as a 
color, it would be a bright color. 

Max: We really liked color. We wanted to do 
something with that. Quinn went onto a racehorse 
generator…

Jeremy: We got Nevada Sound Wave for our 
“horse”. I would bet on Nevada Sound Wave, hon-
estly. And then we were like, “What about Nevada 
Color?” and then that was it. We’ve never been to 
Nevada; never been to New Mexico (one of their 
songs). 

What is your biggest accomplishment as a 
band?

Max: Probably funding the full-length album 
and being able to put that out. That was a pretty big 
accomplishment.

Adam: We raised around three grand in a month 
and I never thought we would be able to achieve that. 
We have a very loyal fan base. 

Max: I would say that is our biggest one, but ev-
erything we do is smaller accomplishments that lead 
up to bigger ones, but it’s always going to be a con-
tinuous building process. I don’t think we’ll ever be 
at a point where we’ve accomplished this one thing 
and now we’re happy. However, recently openning 
for some bigger bands were all personal accomplish-
ments. No matter what size stage you’re on, if you’re 
able to travel from city to city each day and get that 
all coordinated and together and make enough mon-
ey where you can continue to keep doing that, I think 
that’s an accomplishment. It’s a lot of little ones that 
will hopefully lead up to bigger ones. 

Quinn: Our songs (“New Mexico” and “Face to 
Face”) played on three major radio stations in Pitts-
burgh, WYEP 93.1, WDVE 102.5, and 105.9 The X.

Where do you see the band in 5 years?
Jeremy: Everywhere.
Max: Right now we’re going through a sort of 

transition period where we are expanding our team a 
little bit outside of the five of us as far as managers, 
record labels and booking managers are concerned. 
Some people we have on board, some people we are 
working to get on board. So hopefully, just expanded.

Chris: Yeah, hopefully we’ll be everywhere. 

Quinn: I would 
like to be on the road 
for sure, whether as 
a headlining act or 
a supporting act. I’d 
like to have at least 
one top hundred track 
in the US and one top 
50 track in the UK. I 
think people from the 
UK will like us more 
than Americans. 

When can we ex-
pect new music?

Jeremy: We were 
just in the studio re-
cording new demos. 
That’s just right now, though, it’s what we’re shop-
ping around with.

Chris: We did that internally so we can let peo-
ple know what we’re working on. 

Max: This way, different producers can see 
where we’re going once we actually record it, which 
brings it back to the expansion of bringing in new 
team members, like a record label, and they’re go-
ing to want to hear new music so they can see what 
we can put out.. Our goal is to have music out every 
year, but hopefully we can put some out earlier than 
that. 

Jeremy: But we do plan on releasing new music!
Quinn: Definitely before the end of this year.
Chris: We have plenty of new music to get out, 

but you just have to come to shows. We always play 
new music at our shows. 

What is a day in the life of Nevada Color like?
Jeremy: We all have jobs during the day. 
Max: Our personal lives are all different, but on 

the day of the show we’re all together annoying each 
other. Just look at it like your normal day and incor-
porate band practices whenever. 

Chris: We’re at our jobs all day and if we’re not 
we’re just sitting around at home all day. 

What is the writing process like?
Max: It’s a mix of both really. Normally, I’ll sit 

down and play a rhythm on my guitar and I’ll usu-
ally have a hook for a chorus with lyrics or without 
lyrics or just a melody for the lead guitar. It’s based 
on something that is sort of with the one little part 
of the song that I know I want to put in. I’ll work on 
that. Structure it, figure it out where it works in the 
song and then write around that and write the rest 
of it around that. Sometime between that time and 
when it’s finished just on my part I’ll take it to these 
guys. And then we’ll usually all sit down and figure 
it out. Then we’ll start figuring out how everyone’s 
parts will work and then we’ll sit on it for a while and 
see if we like it or not. We have 15 songs that have 
started or are in the works. 

Chris: We’ve written full songs together and not 
really liked them as much as our other songs. 

During tour, was it hard being away from 
friends and family?

Max: Not really. 
Jeremy: You’re with your band, which is your 

family so no. 
Adam: You don’t really notice how far away 

from home you are when you’re playing shows ev-
ery night. 

Jeremy: It’s the days off when you start thinking 
about everything, when you have down time opposed 
to when you’re all together and working on different 
things. 

What is your favorite part of performing?
Chris: Just getting up on the stage. 
Jeremy: If the crowd likes it, that’s the best. 
Chris: And there’s this thing when you perform-

ing called the “pocket”. Whenever you’re playing a 
song, you can feel that everyone is on the same tem-
po and grooving the same way. That the best feeling 

in the world. 
What’s the craziest thing that has ever hap-

pened during a show?
Adam: We were on stage and my friend bought a 

huge pair of panties for some reason and threw them 
on my mic stand. It was really weird.

Jeremy: It hit me in the face.
Max: He (Adam) used to herky on stage. Every-

one loved it. You should do it again.
Jeremy: When we were playing at CMU, we 

had this big stage outside and the crowd was like 
forty yards away. They didn’t come close and Quinn 
wanted to get them more into it. He had a long part 
where he didn’t have to sing so he jumped off of the 
stage and like ran to them to get them up and dancing 
and we were like, ‘Crap you’re going to have to sing 
real soon’ and then he ran back. 

Chris: Yeah, he jumped straight up didn’t he?
Jeremy: Yeah! He didn’t use his hands!
Chris: In his skinny jeans too!
Max: Yeah, I guess crazy stuff never really hap-

pens to us. Fun? Yes. Crazy? No. 
Where is your favorite place to play in Pitts-

burgh?
Adam: Stage AE probably. 
Chris: I just want to play main stage.
Adam: We usually play in the club at Stage AE 

but, not main stage yet. 
Max: We play the Smiling Moose a lot, it’s al-

right, but club Stage AE is cool.
Chris: Alter Bar
Max: Alter Bar is cool. There’s not one spot 

where we feel like we have to play all the time so we 
move around a lot and try to branch out. We have a 
lot of respect for the venues in Pittsburgh. 

What type of genre would you classify your 
music under?

Adam: Genres are weird.
Jeremy: I always say alternative. 
Chris: I usually say indie pop/rock. 
Max: Yeah, it’s got elements of pop for sure. 

Some rock too. 
Chris: Whenever we do it on iTunes and stuff, 

we put it under alternative. 
When did you start playing your instruments?
Max: I started playing trumpet in 4th grade and I 

started the guitar 8th grade.
Adam: I played piano for two years and I started 

playing guitar at 13.
Chris: I’ve been playing guitar since 6th grade 

and about a year before the band started, I picked up 
a bass. It’s the same thing honestly. 

Jeremy: I got a drum set for Christmas in 6th 
grade.

Quinn: When I was two years old, I was sing-
ing Queen at this talent show, “We Will Rock You”. 
I grew up singing in church and started doing youth 
group stuff when I was 15. When I graduated, I was 
singing at Sunday morning services, Saturday nights, 
and Wednesday nights. I didn’t perform in a band for 
anybody outside of church until I was a junior in high 
school. 

Local Pittsburgh band, Nevada Color, on the rise to fame

From left Jeremy Westhead, Quinn Wirth, Max Kovalchuk, Adam Valen, and Chris Cichra


